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Writers:
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Joshua Nave, M.A., Department of Spanish and Portuguese, CAS

Approximate Funds to be Requested:  $ 107,200.00
Estimated Duration of Project:              3 years

Proposal Description:
Health literacy is the ability to read, write, and speak about health. Health literacy is recognized by the World Health Organization as a “stronger predictor of an individual’s health status more than income, employment status, education level, and racial or ethnic group”. Central America is known for its low literacy rates among children and women, especially in Honduras, Guatemala, and Nicaragua (USAID, 2014). Currently, Central America has one health literacy initiative with the United Nations compared to multiple projects occurring in Europe and the United States. Therefore, our interdisciplinary proposal with Central America is innovative on the national and global level.

Our project focuses on the use of Electronic Texts for Health Literacy© (ET4HL), a multilingual genre of literature which promotes culturally responsive photo narratives about healthy lifestyles. Since 2012, students enrolled in KNH classes led by Valerie Ubbes have written and published approximately 225 ET4HL via the Digital Literacy Partnership (DLP) website, which promotes the contributions of literacy, health, and technology on learning supported by Miami’s Center for Digital Scholarship (CDS).  

Our current proposal aims to implement and further develop ET4HL for use in Central America, coordinated by faculty from three departments across two divisions. Our project aligns to all four objectives of Goal 2 from the Miami 2020 Plan: Inclusive Culture and Global Engagement. We are eager to recruit potential Miami students during ongoing global courses in Central American since data show only two students enrolled in our current student body.

After meeting Valerie Ubbes in the 2014 Howe Writing Workshop, Josh Nave (SPN) integrated the ET4HL assignment into three sections of SPN 111 this November – making the project the first multi-departmental pilot of the DLP. Students learned how to write visual-textual health materials for low literacy populations from Dr. Ubbes and how to translate English storylines into Spanish from Sr. Nave. In December, the CDS will upload the student-generated bilingual projects into Omeka for open source digital publishing via the DLP website at http://www.dlp.lib.miamioh.edu  

We also plan to implement ET4HL in global courses when Miami students and faculty travel abroad.  Martha Castaneda will use ET4HL in Belize with her EDT 221 students when tutoring Spanish-speaking youth and adults in English Language literacy. Nohelia Rojas-Miesse will use ET4HL in Nicaragua during medical and educational interventions in SPN 201-203, which focus on second language submersion experiences in local villages. Nancy Parkinson will implement ET4HL in KNH 453H when her nutrition students educate native Spanish speakers in three local agencies. 
 

In conclusion, the innovation of ET4HL promotes culturally responsive health literacy materials in English and Spanish. Ultimately, we are hopeful that the student-published bilingual materials will attract and retain new Miami students from abroad while immersing our current students in domestically and globally relevant learning experiences.
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Tables 1, 2, & 3
The Electronic Texts for Health Literacy© written in both English and Spanish will be used in three Central American projects over the next three years as shown below:

Year 1
	Term
	Course
	College
	Miami Students Foci
	Location
	Faculty

	Winter
	EDT 221
	EHS
	Teach English Language Learners using ET4HL.
	Belize
	Castaneda

	Spring
	KNH 453H
	EHS
	Teach English Language Learners about Health & Nutrition using ET4HL.
	Oxford, OH
	Parkinson


Year 2
	Term
	Course
	College
	Miami Students Foci
	Location
	Faculty

	Winter
	SPN 203
	CAS
	Teach Spanish Language in Medical Settings using ET4HL.
	Nicaragua
	Rojas-Miessa

	Spring
	KNH 453H
	EHS
	Teach English Language Learners about Health & Nutrition using ET4HL.
	Oxford, OH
	Parkinson


Year 3
	Term
	Course
	College
	Miami Students Foci
	Location
	Faculty

	Winter
	SPN 201 & SPN 202
	CAS
	Spanish Immersion which includes teaching English via service learning using ET4HL
	Nicaragua
	Rojas-Miessa

	Spring
	KNH 453H
	EHS
	Teach English Language Learners about Health & Nutrition using ET4HL.
	Oxford, OH
	Parkinson




	
	
	

	Quantity
	Budget Description and Brief Rationale
	Unit Price
	Total

	10
	Tablets (5 for Central America & 5 for Oxford when Wi-fi is not available)
	          400.00 
	       4,000.00 

	3
	Virtual Machine annual fee so each DLP website has its own protected server for back-up protection and maintenance.
	          500.00 
	       1,500.00 

	1
	Mac Pro for multimedia production of e-Texts
	       4,000.00 
	       4,000.00 

	1
	iMac for graphic and multimedia design and updates to DLP website
	       1,300.00 
	       1,300.00 

	1
	Software for eBook viewers which migrates e-Texts from lexical lists into modules to be organized and accessed by health behaviors.
	       1,000.00 
	       1,000.00 

	1
	NVivo Software for Evaluation of Student Reflections via qualitative research, namely themes related to cognitive reasoning & outcome beliefs.
	          1,000.00 
	       1,000.00 

	1
	Graphic Designer (400hrs at $10/hr) to create e-Book covers for 8 modules
	          400.00 
	       4,000.00 

	1
	Audio & Text Synchronization (400 hrs at $10/hr) for 200 plus e-Texts
	          400.00 
	       4,000.00 

	3
	Staff time for Reduction of Google Metrics Data in Years 1-3
	          200.00 
	          600.00 

	3
	Course Reduction (n = 1) for P.I. in Years 1, 2, & 3
	
10,000.00
	       30,000.00 

	1
	Graduate Assistant for Writing & Editing e-Documents & e-Manual x 2 years (including summer when E-Texts are uploaded to web site), and managing Central American planning logistics
	
18,700.00
	     37,400.00

	6
	Professional Development stipend for summer planning in Years 1 & 2
	1,200.00
	  14,400.00

	10
	Community Partners Participation Honorarium (Media Gift Card) Years 1-3
	          400.00 
	       4,000.00 

	Total
	  $107,200.00 

	
	
	
	























Sequential Outline of Technology Improvements:
In order for ET4HL to be adapted for local and global use, the following steps are outlined:

(1) Current online ET4HL will be adapted from current complete sentences into Spanish language keywords based on best practices in foreign language instruction (led by Josh Nave and his multiple sections of SPN 111 courses);

(2) Reorganization of current ET4HL (n = 130) from a lexical list on the current DLP website into interactive health categories known as Habits of Health E-Books (led by Valerie Ubbes, Project Director, and Elias Tzoc, Technology Lead in the Center for Digital Scholarship);

(3) Inclusion of new oral language sound recordings read in authentic English for each ET4HL (led by Martha Castaneda and Valerie Ubbes who teach courses that could be upgraded with a service learning designation);

(4) Downloading of selected E-Texts by health habits (e.g. nutrition) onto 5 tablets for use in local service learning projects with children & their families at Oxford Community Choice Pantry, Oxford Family Resource Center, and free medical clinics (led by Nancy Parkinson and her KNH 453H course). We have plans to duplicate this item in Belize and Nicaragua as needed or buy internet service for the library in the community; 

(5) Design and development of interactive digital assessment tools to measure Functional Health Literacy vocabulary words and health behaviors for use when individuals read or listen to a ET4HL (led by Valerie Ubbes and Elias Tzoc). Research shows that such assessments improve literacy development by 20 percent;

(6) Tracking of written reflections and experiences via NVivo when students design ET4HL and participate in academic service learning experiences as tutors and mentors - with focused considerations on health, literacy, technology, and language learning (led by Valerie Ubbes,  Nohelia Rojas-Miesse, a Graduate Assistant, and an Evaluator); and

(7) Development of a digital manual and templates for Miami faculty (present and future) to use so they know the steps in implementing the ET4HL project in their courses (led by Valerie Ubbes and Graduate Assistant).
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