Embracing Cross Cultural Contexts through the Design of Electronic Pattern Books

There is a need to promote culturally responsive teachers and health professionals while fostering children’s literacy development. Children’s picture books and informational texts foster language development through words, pictures, numbers, rhythms, body language, and environmental cues (Ubbes, 2008). When learners uncover patterns in information, they move into personal meaning making via powerful stories from which life emerges. This project aims to support professionals in their developmental reading, writing, and artistic expression through the design of their own electronic pattern books.  Because this generation of professionals enter the university with an extensive background in high-stakes proficiency testing, many have had less exposure to discovery and inquiry-based assignments. Furthermore, the computer age has perhaps limited this generation’s exposure to books for pleasure reading since many schools continue to use reading programs with required book lists and exit assessments on the computer to test their comprehension. Consequently, book reading for pleasure and the motivations to choose books for leisure-time activity may be lacking among the current generation of young professionals. This is complicated by the fact that the internet and access to non-stop television are available to more than ___________ young people.

Faculty cannot continue to deliver information in a one-way didactic way but need to create a space for freedom of exploration and inquiry that uses picture books as an art form and as an artifact of culture. By integrating elements of technology with design of stories with health-related topics, concepts, and skills, novice professionals increase their engagement with books
To promote electronic pattern books as an educational tool for health and literacy requires an increasing awareness and familiarity with multiple authors and illustrators who depict cultural diversity in authentic ways. By integrating cross-cultural contexts with interactive media that the professionals, themselves, construct, establishes a bridge of older book formats with newer electronic formats in educating for heath.
This proposal draws upon constructivist theory and social cognitive theory from public education and public health, respectively, to derive a conceptual framework for literacy and health. The construction of electronic pattern books with health-related themes has the potential for

The Children’s Picture Book Database at Miami University (http://www.lib.muohio.edu/pictbks) will be used to select abstracts for a variety of picture books with cultural and health-related storylines. The CPBD@MU was recognized in 2005 by the International Society for Technology in Education (2006) as one of the 101 Best Websites for Elementary Teachers. The CPBD@MU is a technological tool to increase access to over 5000 picture books and content web links for curriculum design. Professionals will choose a colleague to select and read multiple books with health-related themes in order to recognize the different patterns (e.g., words, pictures, numbers, rhythms, body language, and environmental cues) found in picture books. Professionals will then decide which book they want to use as a model for an electronic pattern book with a health-related theme. This requires professionals to draft an original pattern book after doing a content analysis of health-related storylines in a large sample of current books. Some picture books focus on Habits of Health: food and nutrition, play and physical activity, sleep and quiet time, safety and hygiene, and social relationships; and some picture books focus on Habits of Mind: communication, decision making, goal setting, stress management, and conflict resolution. Some of the best models integrate both the Habits of Health and Habits of Mind. We plan to launch the Podcasts to a Kaleidoscope website for transglobal sharing of student work. University teacher candidates in the US and Africa will also be expected to write and share reflective narratives online detailing how academic service learning played a role in their teaching and learning. The Banks Model of Multicultural    will be used as a framework for thinking about culturally responsive practice at five levels:

The written and graphic work of elementary children can be scanned and used in pattern books so that teachers and students work together to establish a co-curriculum of health-related storylines with a variety of patterns. Specifically, text and illustrations of student work are scanned, saved as Microsoft Word  files, then converted to JPEGS. JPEGS are used to create a Podcast. The imported jpeg files are also loaded on a Mac platform as an IMovie or on a PC platform as Movie Maker. Music is added to embrace cross-cultural contexts of sound and rhythm while students are heard reading the story.
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