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Abstract
The goal of my proposal is to seek $500 of seed money to conduct a pilot study in a local dentist office. The purpose of the pilot study will be to field test Electronic Texts for Health Literacy© found on my Digital Literacy Partnership website @ http://dlp.lib.miamioh.edu. A pilot study of my electronic materials is needed in order to determine if children will engage with the showing of visual textual narratives while in the waiting room prior to their dental checkups. If children and their parents/guardians/caregivers are observed [by two independent researchers sitting in the waiting room] watching the television monitor when these electronic texts are playing, the data will help to advocate for the American Dental Association’s possible adoption & promotion of these health literacy materials in dental clinics.
Nature of the Specific Research
The first line of study will involve talking with a local dentist about health-related and dental-related educational materials that are available for showing in his/her private practice waiting room on the television monitor. If approval is granted, the project will involve using some of the money to convert electronic materials to a video I-Movie so that a child and/or caregiver will not need to advance the Electronic Text for Health Literacy© slides.
Two independent researchers will then be trained by me to complete a observation checklist while sitting in a local pediatric dental clinic (who will grant permission for random observations of children during a one-week period in Summer 2014). The observation checklist will record whether children are playing with toys, reading books, watching the television monitor, commenting about the Electronic Texts for Health Literacy with a peer or parent, and how many times and minutes children’s eyes are focused on the screen during the “movie”. Other observations will be made of the parent’s eye gaze and oral comments about the “movie” as well. The two observers will be trained not to comment to any participants in the waiting room and to collect frequency data from the checklists.
Funding Projection
Understanding & Promoting Health Literacy http://pivot.cos.com/funding_opps/123748
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