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Abstract: 

In 1996, the Children's Picture Book Database at Miami University (http://www.lib.muohio.edu) became one of the first on-line education databases available on the World Wide Web. Ten years later it is recognized as one of the 101 Best Web Sites for Elementary Teachers by the International Society of Technology in Education. The primary goal of the database is to give educators, librarians, authors, and students access to a variety of books for designing literature-based curricula in eight academic disciplines. 

The purposes of my presentation are threefold:1) to show how elements of structure, function, and aesthetics are used as organizing schema for thinking about curriculum and database design; 2) to show how the elements of topics, concepts, and skills are constructed as text for curriculum design, supported by the subtexts of pictures, numbers, sequence, rhythm, kinesthetic and environmental cues; and 3) to show how the contexts of culture, gender, race, ethnicity, and age in fictional story lines and information texts are fundamentally important in preK-3 curriculum design.

My presentation will support Dr. Paula Webster's study on the use of informational texts in the primary grades. Our examples will come from the topics of hurricanes and weather and the concepts of change, preparation, survival, health, safety, and community. Our research encourages educators to use integrative patterns of text, subtext, and context when designing literature-based curricula, transformed by children's active engagement with integrative skills of reading and writing.
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